
Was he a sinner? 
The Chapman Family of Lenham, Malsters, Brewers and Coachmakers1  

By Henny Shotter  
 
 
The family name ‘Chapman’ is not quite as frequent as Smith, Baker or Miller but, just as 
with smith, baker and miller, chapman was a word for a profession. A chapman was a market 
trader who went from market to market, a pedlar. It seems they  made quite an impression. 
Why else would we use the word ‘chap’, most often in conjunction with ‘nice’: ‘ Isn’t he a 
nice chap? ‘  
Over the centuries, many Chapmans have lived in Lenham, some recorded in the Parish 
Register. Some were labourers, some were gentry, some were in the workhouse and one, 
Edward Chapman, met his end when he fell into a chalk hole at Marley. It is not the intention 
of this article to trace the possible family relationship of all these Chapmans- that would be 
too daunting a task!2 
 
However, this story begins with an inscription on a gravestone in the churchyard of St. 
Mary’s, which insinuates that the occupier of the grave, perhaps, wasn’t such a nice chap. 
The inscription for William Chapman, who died on 4 November 1848- says:  

Was this the revenge of a wife 
who was cheated? What was the 
‘wretched plague within’? What 
made him groan beneath the 
‘power of sin?’  This inscription is 
even more remarkable when you 
consider that William Chapman 
was one of the wealthiest people 
in Lenham at this time. 
The Chapman Family3had bought 

a brewery in Lenham Forstal  from Thomas Mercer, who had founded the Lenham Forstal 
brewery and malting in 1785.  It seems that the brewery maltings and brewery were a family 
affair, because Mercer was the maiden name of William Chapman’s mother.  
William himself was married to  Mary. They had four sons and three daughters, and lived in 
Lenham Forstal in the house which adjoined the malting. Mary’s maiden name was Ransley 
and she hailed  from Bilsington, which is intriguing in so far as the leader of the Aldington 
Smugglers Gang was George Ransley and one of their strongholds was in Bilsington. Are 
there family connections? If there are any, another story will certainly be written!  
. 
The oldest daughter was  Elizabeth. Her married surname was Glening at the time of William 
Chapman’s will 4, Rachel’s married name was Brenchley and the youngest daughter, Naomi, 
                                                        
1 I am very grateful for the input of Sarah Illingworth ,who so freely shared her own family research with me. 
 
3 James Preston in ‘Malting and Malthouses in Kent’ cites that the brewery was bought by Thomas Chapman in 
the 1830 ies. One Thomas Chapman died in 1827, the other Thomas Chapman, the later owner of the brewery 
was only born in 1817. 
4 Probate of Will of William Chapman held at Kent History and Library Centre U3710/T2330 January 1849 

‘Here lies a sinner saved by grace alone 
Washed in the blood of God alone 
He daily felt the wretched plague within 
And groaned and cried beneath the power of sin 
The hosts of hell against his soul engaged 
And that his hope was vain they oft alleged 
But conquering in the death his spirit cried 
The way is clear my Jesus for me died’. 
 



was, at the time of her father’s death, underage and unmarried. He bequeathed 500 pounds to 
Naomi, 300 pounds of which were to be held in trust until her 24th birthday and, after his 
wife’s death, Naomi was to inherit another 200 pounds. His daughter Rachel also received 
300 pounds immediately and 200 after the death of her mother. Rachel had married well,  to 
Charles Brenchley, a farmer who lived at Bunce Court in Otterden5. He farmed  188 acres 
and employed six men. They had 5 children. Both Rachel and Charles Brenchley are buried 
in Otterden churchyard.  
From the stipulations in the will, it seemed that William Chapman was not confident that his 
eldest daughter, Elizabeth,  had made the right choice of husband as he didn’t give her two 
lump sums but tried to provide her lifelong support with a payment of 20 pounds a year, paid 
out in quarterly instalments. In case of her death, he wanted to have 500 pounds security 
retained for the support of ‘educating and apprenticing’ her children. Elizabeth had married 
William Glening on  27th December 1843 at St Luke's, Finsbury, Islington.  She was 27 and 
gave  her father’s details  as William Chapman, maltster.  Why, you might wonder, was 
William Chapman so cautious when it came to his oldest daughter’s inheritance? 
It all becomes clear when you study the 1841 Census: there is a William Glenning (slightly 
different spelling) at Giltspur Street Prison & House of Correction. The prison  was mainly 
used to hold debtors, which leads you to suppose that William Chapman was a wise father, 
indeed! 
 
Charles Brenchley, his son-in-law, also acted as one of 
the executors of William Chapman’s will. The other 
executor was William Chapman’s eldest son, Thomas, 
who was at the time his foreman and agent and, it 
seems, the most successful of the children.  
Together with his 3 brothers, he inherited the maltings, 
the new barn and the family home as a going concern. William Chapman writes in his will 
that, ideally, he would like the maltings to stay in the family and pass on to the four oldest 
sons of the male line in the future. He also stipulates that the maltings could only be sold after 
the death of his wife Mary, to whom he provided an annual income of 40 pounds from the 
rental proceeds of the dwelling house and malthouse in Lenham Forstal. Mary Chapman must 
have moved from Lenham Forstal to the High Street in Lenham and her social status was 
high: in Kelly’s Directory of 1858 she is mentioned under ‘gentry’ living in the High Street 
in Lenham. We only know that, in her later life, her oldest daughter Elizabeth and her mother 
lived with her. 6 We don’t know, however, where exactly she lived. However, her four sons 
jointly owned a house in the High Street in 1854. This house was not mentioned in the will of 
their father and their mother died in 1866. So, we don’t know how it became the property of 
the  Chapman sons. The house was a former wheelwright’s  cottage on the High Street and 
had a 120 feet-long garden at the back and adjoined a ‘roadway’ belonging to Jesse 

                                                        
 
 
5 Both Rachel and her husband are buried in the churchyard of St. Lawrence Otterden. 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/215538738/charles-brenchley 
6 Both of Mary’s parents are buried in the churchyard of St. Mary:  John and Mary Ransley grave number 186  

In      1850 
£ 100 were worth as 
much as  

£ 13,450.52 
             today. 
 
 
  
 



Norrington ( a 
plumber). So, if 
you own a house in 
the High Street and 
have access to old 
deeds, could you 
please check who 
owned your house 
in 1854?!7 In 1854 
Thomas Chapman 
bought the 
brothers’  share of 
that house in the 
High Street. 8 
By that time one of 
the brothers, 
William, lived in 
Ramsgate and was 
a coachmaker, John 
Chapman lived in 
West Bromwich 
and was a Malster. 
Stephen Chapman 
was also a 
coachmaker and 
lived in Tenterden. 
Their father’s wish 
that they would run 
the 

                                                        
7 In the contract of conveyance of this property adjoining properties are mentioned belonging to Ann Butler ( 
widow), Charles Sedgwick ( carpenter and owner of the brewery building on the High Street), George Ware 
and Jesse Norrington ( plumber). 
8  Conveyance between William Chapman of Ramsgate, coachmaker and Thomas Chapman of Lenham, farmer 
Premises:  Quarter part of a messuage or tenement with cottage, formerly a wheelwright's shop, on the west 
side of the High Street in Lenham Record U3710/ T25 held at Kent Archives 
And 
Conveyance between 1. John Chapman of 'West Broomwitch' Staffs, brewer; and Stephen Chapman of 
Tenterden, coachmaker 
and 2. Thomas Chapman of Lenham, farmer. Premises 
Two quarter parts of premises as above 17 November 1854, Record  U3710/T26 held at Kent Archives 
 

 

 

 

Lenham Forstal on old postcard ca. 1900. The sign on the stone 
barn reads ‘Lion Brewery.’ It could well be that the people depicted 
in the photo are members of the Chapman Family. Taking a 
photograph in those days had to be a staged affair. 
 



Lenham Maltings jointly did not come to fruition. 
Stephen Chapman was a master coachbuilder 
and employed 3 men in 1851. He owned 
Borough House ( the former workhouse ) 
 in the High Street of Tenterden and had 
several lodgers, one of whom worked for him 
as his housekeeper. He married Sarah Ann 
Brown at St Martin in the Fields, Westminster 
on 20th June 1851 and they subsequently had 
three children born in Tenterden, namely9: 
  
William S (Stephen?) Chapman born 11th 
April 1852 
Frank Chapman born during Oct-Dec 1853 ( 
died in 1854) was certainly a    
twin of Catherine/Kate Chapman born during 
Oct-Dec 1853 
 
 
Life went well for Stephen Chapman  until he 
fell ill. We take it for granted that everybody 
can read and write. Literacy in those days was 
still a privilege . Stephen Chapman certainly 
could write. 
His handwritten will of 15. January 1855 is a 
sad document to read. There are many corrections and repetitions but it is attested to by 
Edward Norwood, solicitor from Charing, and his clerk ,George Langley. 
  
Stephen stipulated that his brother Thomas and his wife Mary be his executors. He 
determined that they should disperse his worldly goods ‘as they deem  expedient’. He left to 
his brother Thomas 100 pounds and to the chemist Haffenden in Bethersden 50 pounds. The 
chemist, Haffenden in Bethersden was famous for its ‘Haffenden ‘s Balsamic Tincture’,10 a 
remedy which was used for respiratory illnesses and gives us a clue to Stephen’s illness.  
He wanted to leave money to his children ‘towards their advancement in the world or 
establishment in business’.  Stephen died of TB in March, 1855 at the age of 29.   
On the side of his will somebody noted ‘pound 400‘, which seems to be the sum of money 
that could be realised from his estate. After giving £100 to his brother, £50 to the chemist, his 
wife was left with £250. His widow moved with her daughter to Ipswich to her mother11. The 
son ,William, remained in Bethersden with an aunt.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
9 Thank you to Colin Young, genealogist of Tenterden and District Local History Society 
10 https://publikationsserver.tu-
braunschweig.de/servlets/MCRFileNodeServlet/dbbs_derivate_00044326/Pharmaceutical-Historian-1998.pdf) 
 
11 She is registered there in 1861  

Borough Place, 93-103 High Street, Tenterden 
cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Anthony Eden - geograph.org.uk/p/489577 

 



Back in Lenham, Thomas Chapman was married to Jane and successfully ran his business. 
  

The family house is on the right of the picture 12with the old malthouse attached. It had two 
growing floors and a slate roof. In 1868 Thomas bought the Lion Brewery in Ashford and in 
Lenham Forstal he built the two additional  malthouses in 1871 and 1877. The Lenham 
Malting 
produced malt 
for the Lion 
Brewery in 
Ashford and 
several London 
breweries. 
Eventually the 
maltings in 
Lenham 
became 
redundant and 
the jobs in 
Lenham were 
lost. 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
12 The maltings were described in 1890 by Barnard in ‘Noted Breweries in Great Britain’ 



 
 

 
Thomas Chapman and his wife had 13 children13. Some died in infancy but one of his sons 
took over the business when Thomas retired to live in Staplehurst. Two of his sons, one of 
them Issachar, who is buried near the church tower in Lenham,14 succumbed to professional 
illness. They both worked as maltsters and brewers and both died of cirrhosis of the liver.15 
Alcoholism could have been the cause of William Chapman’s affliction , the ‘daily wretched 
plague within‘ which made him groan and cry beneath the power of sin.  
Was he a sinner? We will possibly never know. Like his father, Thomas Chapman put much 
thought into his will and provided for his children and their children. However, the 
inscription on his father’s gravestone stands in stark contrast to the inscription on Thomas’ 
headstone in the cemetery:  
 
 
  
 
 
 

                                                        
13 One was  Julia. Sarah illingworth‘s  great grandmother  
14 Grave number 339 near the church tower 
15 Issachar was cared for in the Lenham RSC hospital 

Mark the perfect man and behold the upright for the 
end of this man is peace 

 



 

 

 


